
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

'Ordinary People' 

On World Holocaust day, it seems only fitting to share with you the  
remarkable story  of the Holocaust survivor Zigi Shipper BEM who died 
last week on his 93rd birthday. 
 

Zigi Shipper was born in 1930 in Lodz, Poland and in 1940 was forced to 
move into the Lodz Ghetto where he was made to work in a metal  
factory. In 1944, when the Ghetto was liquidated, Zigi was deported to  
Auschwitz-Birkenau. After a few weeks, he was moved to Stutthof concentration camp before being sent on a 
death march in 1945. He was liberated by British troops on 3rd May 1945 and came to the UK in 1947.  
After surviving the horrors of the War, he dedicated his life to speaking about his experiences. 
 

He said, "There is nothing we can do about the past, but we can do a lot about the present and the future."  
His words continue to speak the truth today.  

As a school this week, we have been coming together to share similar stories to Zigi's, and reflecting on  
The Holocaust Memorial Trust's theme this year 'Ordinary People'. 

 

Best wishes 

 
Rob Pearsall  

Principal & Executive Head of School  
Wellsway School and IKB Academy  

Monday 30th  January—2nd February  2023 
School Production 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-
school/e-jekbva  
 
Wednesday 1st February 2023 
NEU Teacher Strike Action 
Strike Action 2023 
 

Wednesday 8th February 2023 
Year 11 Supporting  for Success Evening 

Thursday  9th February 2023 

Year 7 Challenge Parent Information Evening 

(for details of our Challenge programme for 

stretch and extension) 

Thursday  9th February 2023 

End of Term  3 

Monday 20th February 2023 

Start of Term 4 

Key dates 

Issue :  1058  27.1.2023 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-jekbva
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-jekbva
https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Parents-Carers/Letters%20to%20parents/Parent%20Carer%20Letter%20-%20Strike%20Action.pdf
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All our winners have demonstrated endeavour, resilience and empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be  

confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”. 

At Wellsway School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is  

important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet!  This week’s nominees have all 

demonstrated that mind-set and trait.  

Our winners: 

 Year 7  - Maisey S- Consistently excellent effort 

 Year 8  - Sophie L - Unbelievable kindness & thoughtfulness for others 

Year  9 - Dylan C - Consistently excellent effort 

Year 10 -Martha H- Great sportsmanship in netball match 

Year 11 -Amy H- Superb attitude to learning 

Year 12 -Fin N- Excellent contributions to current affairs discussions in tutor time 

Year 13 -Amelia D - Great Biology mock paper 

 

 

   

Principal’s Student of the Week 
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Book Buzz Awards 

Last term the PTA funded Year 7 and 8’s involvement in Book 
Buzz: an organisation that selects 15 brilliant books for  

students to choose from, read and enjoy. After reading their 
new books, students were tasked with creating a Dazzle Me 

piece of work: a creation inspired by their reading book.  

Classes had gallery sessions to display these brilliant  
projects and then chose three of the best from each class to go 

through to a final round for judging. Our judges  
(PTA members, School Governors, Mr Pearsall and  
English Teachers) were all so impressed with the  

creativity, dedication and brilliance of all of the projects.  

Three winners from each year group were chosen (a task the 
judges found challenging as the standard was so high).  

 
Congratulations to all of Year 7 and 8, but particularly to our 

winners:  

Year 7: Robin L (1st), Louie C(2nd), Jack W (3rd) 

Year 8 : Oliver F (1st), Immy S (2nd), Luca W (3rd) 
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Year 8 Netball award 

Last week the year 8 Netball team ended what was an extremely successful season on a high  
yesterday by winning the B&NES tournament and remaining undefeated. They will now be  

progressing on to the County semi finals. 
The team met with Mr Pearsall on Friday where they were each presented a certificate for their 

achievements. 
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On Wednesday we travelled to Ralph Allen for another sixth form Netball match. A very close first quarter 
saw the ball in action at either end of the court, with great shooting from Ellie and Bea and some brilliant 

defence from Macey and Izzy, the score finished at 6-6.  

The second quarter followed similar pursuit; Katy, Steph and Grace worked well in the centre court to make 
some fantastic turnovers and keep possession to feed the ball into the circle.  

Going into the second half it was still a draw at 10-10. Half time saw Ralph Allen make multiple changes, 
and with fresh legs on court, they were able to pull away with a two-goal lead at the end of third quarter. 

Wellsway rotated slightly with the bare 7 players and were keen to pull back the turnovers.  

The defence did a fantastic job of putting pressure on the attack and were able to force mistakes from 
Ralph Allen, back with possession, the girls quickly moved the ball up court where Ellie and Bea were able 
to convert the intercepts the defence had made. They pulled it back to 17-17, however it was Ralph Allen 

who had the final goal of the game and won with a nail-biting 17-18 final score.  

A big thank you to Dan, Henry and Tom for their support and score-keeping!  

Well done to Macey who was awarded POTM! 

               Miss Barron 

Y12 Netball vs Ralph Allen 
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Y10 Netball vs Oldfield  

 

 

We had a fantastic turnout of nearly 30 Y7 and Y8 girls for indoor 
cricket club on Friday lunchtime!! Remember to check the lunchtime 

extra-curricular timetable for other clubs on offer throughout the 
week! 

          
          
          
             Miss Barron 

Great Turnout for Girls Cricket 

On Tuesday we travelled to Oldfield for a Y10 friendly. Both teams had large squads and so we played six sections to allow 
for lots of rotations and combinations.  

It was a great chance for the girls to try different positions and practice ahead of the upcoming BaNES tournament and GCSE 
PE moderations.  

The girls worked extremely hard in each section of match play and were quick to adjust and gel. Clear communication and 
brilliant team-work led to Wellsway coming away with a 27-10 win.  

Well done girls, a great performance from all. Congratulations to Kaya who was awarded POTM for a second game running!! 
                                    Miss Barron 
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After a great rotation of gymnastics, the Y8 girls finished with group balances and performing 
their sequences. Don’t forget all groups change sports next week! 

 

Y8 Gymnastics 
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Year 8 Sports Ambassadors  

Our Year 8 Sports Ambassadors did a wonderful job on Wednesday evening this week when they volunteered at 
the B&NES Primary Badminton tournament. Seven teams from 6 local primary schools took part in the event and 

the ambassadors were involved in officiating and scoring the matches.  

They had received training with Mr Burston prior to the event to ensure they were confident with the rules, and I 
was so proud to see them doing a professional job. Many thanks to everyone involved.  

                       
                Mrs Burston 

 
If you have any Wellsway PE kit which you have grown out of or no longer need, we would be very grateful for 

donations.  

All items of kit are welcome, but we are really low on boys' shorts and large trainers. If you have any spare shin 
pads, they would also be really useful. 

Please bring any donations down to the Sports Centre. 

                            Mrs Burston 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 

Each year on the 27th of January Wellsway School presents a key assembly to all students, on the topic of Holocaust  

Memorial Day.  

We also discuss the day in all humanities lessons and in tutor. This year our assembly will resonate with this year’s Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust theme: ‘ordinary people’. Elie Wiesel, survivor of the Holocaust comments 'What is abnormal is that I am 

normal. That I survived the Holocaust and went on to love beautiful girls, to talk, to write, to have toast and tea and live my life 
- that is what is abnormal' 

Wellsway students will study the Holocaust in term four of the year 9 curriculum.  
 

Wellsway school has long been committed to honouring this day, recalling the Shoah, and subsequent Holocausts. We are  
painfully aware that when we fail to remember past horrors, they can too easily be repeated. As we come together on  

Holocaust Memorial Day for remembrance and recognition for all who have died through the hatred of Holocausts, we also look 

to build a world where difference is a cause for celebration, not murder or hatred. 

                  Mr J Whittle 
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Challenge Programme Information Evening for Yr7 Parents 9th Feb 6-7pm, Lansdown Hall 

 

The Challenge Programme is a series of extra-curricular activities designed to stretch and challenge our more able pupils. In 
Yr7-9 it will involve one after-school session each term on a different subject (this term it is making cars out of tin cans) and 3 

activity sessions each year during school time on skills like leadership skills and ‘How to be Successful’. Year 7 pupils will be 
receiving more information about the Challenge Programme through tutor time and soon be invited to join the Challenge  

Programme.  Parents of Yr7 pupils are invited to an information evening about the Challenge Programme if they think their 
child would benefit from this opportunity.  

If you would like to attend the information evening please complete this short form so we have an idea of  
numbers: https://forms.office.com/e/JQqZuz8sV8 

                     Dr Hambidge
              Challenge Programme Coordinator 

The Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador Programme 

 

Both Wellsway and IKB are delighted that we have been able to secure a place on the  
Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador Programme Training Day next term. This will  

create the opportunity for students from both schools to become Anti-Bullying  
Ambassadors and to work alongside staff to run successful Anti-Bullying campaigns, that 

include: 

 Helping to educate all students on bullying behaviour 

 Leading our schools' Anti-Bullying campaigns and develop new initiatives 

 Promoting a culture that celebrates and tolerates difference 

Helping keep all peers safe both online and offline 

The opportunity to volunteer to become and Anti-Bullying Ambassador or to be involved 
in our subsequent Anti-Bullying work is open to all students and details of how students 

can volunteer will be shared during tutor sessions next week.  

The training day marks the start of a new Anti-Bullying journey and will provide students 
with the opportunity to develop the skills needed to run successful Anti-Bullying  

campaigns.  

More information and updates along our journey will follow.  

            Mr Knowles 

https://forms.office.com/e/JQqZuz8sV8
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In STEM Club this week, our year 7 & 8 students were investigating Waves on a String. Students set up there 
own frequency generator and vibration generator and used this to find the different harmonic frequencies. 

From there, the students were able to measure the wavelengths at different frequencies and use this to  
calculate the speed of their waves.  

Well done all! 
               Mr Doherty 

 

 

Year 9 Languages 

Earlier this week, our Year 9s heard from inspirational parent 
speakers who have experienced the value of knowing a foreign 

language first hand. They learned loads about the doors  

languages can open and asked lots of brilliant questions.  

Well done, Year 9, and thank you so much to our wonderful 
speakers! 

        Ms Fitzharris  
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Upcoming trips 

Ski Trip 2024! 

We are delighted to share that we are working with our long-standing partners PGL to arrange a ski trip for  
students currently in Year 9.  The trip will take place during February half term 2024 and we anticipate it will cost 

around £1400.  A deposit of £150 will be required in due course.  We will update families as soon as we have more 
details. 

Hakuna Matata…What a Wonderful Trip! 

Year 8 students will soon be invited to join a trip to the Bristol Hippodrome to see the spectacular musical The Lion 
King on Wednesday 28th June.  The group will watch a matinee performance and should arrive back at school 

around 5.30pm.   

More details will be shared once they are confirmed.  

 

 

Year 12 Geography Residential Update 

We have emailed parents/carers of all students who have signed up for this trip to request all passenger  
information which will enable us to make sure all dietary and medical needs are prepared for.  There will be a pre-visit 

meeting on Monday 6th February at 5pm which all students and one parent/carer are required to attend.   

Also, a polite reminder that the final instalment is due by 9.00am on Friday 3rd February. 

HPV vaccination  

HPV vaccination Wednesday 29 March 2023 for year 8 students You will have received the e-consent from the 
School Age Immunisation Team regarding the HPV vaccination for your year 8 child.  The closing date for responses 
is Sunday 19 March.  Wellsway School is unable to answer any queries regarding the vaccinations so if you have any 
questions or you have difficulty accessing the consent link please contact the SPA (Single Point of Access) team on 
vcl.immunisations@nhs.net or phone 0300 247 0082 (lines are open 9.00 to 16.30) and an advisor will be happy to 

assist 

                Mrs Dursley 

mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net


The Ammonite newsletter: 27th January 2023 

 

CAREERS NEWSLETTER 

Wellsway School Careers Hub Careers Update: 27th January 2023 (Pdf) 

Drop in to ask a question, enquire about anything ‘careers’ OR 

Email – careers@wellswayschool.com    

 

Please ensure all items are named before wearing them into school so 

that they can be easily returned to the correct student if lost. 

                  
 

 

 

We are always looking for new members to give a little time or lend their expertise; so if you are interested in joining 

us, please send us a message at pta@wellswayschool.com or via Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/ 

 

Wessex Water is carrying out some essential lining work on faulty sewer pipes in Dapps Hill, 
Keynsham, during February and we wanted to advise Keynsham Town Council about the work 

taking place. 

Please note this maintenance work is separate to the larger sewer flood alleviation scheme 
taking place on the B3116 Wellsway during the 2023 school summer holidays, for which my 
colleagues are currently in the process of speaking to local stakeholders to discuss further 

The lining work will take place from Monday 20 February to Wednesday 22 February 2023, 
with three-way lights in place near the triangular junction of Dapps Hill with St Clements 

Road.   

In addition, footpaths at Gooseberry Lane and from Fairfield Terrace to Steel Mills will also be 
closed from Wednesday 22 February to Friday 24 February to allow us to complete this work. 

 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Careers/Careers%20Newsletters/2022/2023/CAREERS%20NEWSLETTER%2019.01.23.pdf
mailto:careers@wellswayschool.com
mailto:pta@wellswayschool.com
http://www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/
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